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The President’s

My Fellow-Countrymen:

our own be-
mto the grim
and terrible war for demoe-
and human rights which
mken the world ereates
so many problems of national life and
action which call for immediate con-
sideration and settlement that T hope
yvou will permit me to address to you a
fow words of earnest counsel and ap-
peal with regard to them.

We are rapidly putting our navy
upon an effeetive war footing and are
abont to create and equip a great army,
but these are the simplest parts of the
ereat task to which we have addressed
There 1s not a single selfish
so faras 1 ean see, in the cause
we are fichting for., We are fighting
for what we believe and wish to be the
rights of mankind and for the future
peace and security of the world. Todo
this great thing worthily antl success-
fully we must devote ourselves to the
service without regard to profit or ma-
terial advantage and with an energy
and intellicence that will vise to the
level of the enterprise itself. We must
realize to the full how great the task
ig and how many things, how many
kinds and elements of capacity and
sacrifice it mvolves,
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ourselves,

These, then, are the things we

must do, and do well, besides fighting

the things without which merve fight-
ing would be fruitless:

We must supply abundant food for
ourselves and for our armies and our
seamen, not only, but also for a large
part of the nations with whom we have
now made common cause, in whoge
support and by whose sides we shall be
fighting,

We must supply ships by the hun-
dreds out of our shipvards to carry to
the other side of the sea, submarines or
no submarines, what will every day he
needed there, and abundant materials
out of our fields and our mines and our
factories with which not only to elothe
and equip our own forees on land and
sea, but to elothe and support our peo-
ple, for whom the gallant fellows under
arms can no longerwork: to help elothe
and equip the armies with which we
are co-operating in Europe, and to kKeep
the looms and manufactories there in
raw material: coal to keep the fires go-
g 1 ships at sea and i the furnaces
"rhl”llll'lll HETOs .“-”'.l‘:'l'ii',
steel out of which to make arms and
ammunition both here and there: rails
for wornout railwavs back to the fight-
ing fronts: locomotives and rolling
stock to take the place of those every
{l:I}' Fomnge to preces, mules, lmr‘»..-.., cat-
tle for labor and for military service:
everything with which the people of
England and ¥rance and [taly and
Russia have usually supplied them-
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selves, but cannot now afford the men,
the materials, or
make.

the machinery to

Message to You

The White House, April 15, 1917

[t iz evident te every thinking man
that our industries, on the farms, in the
shipyvards, in the mines, in the factor-
ies, must be made more prolific and
more efficient than ever, and that they
must be more economically managed
and better adapted to the particular
requirements of our task than they
have been; and what 1 want to say is
that the men and the women who de-
vote their thought and thenr energy to
these things will be serving the ¢oun-
try and condueting the fight for peace
and freedom just as truly and just as
effectively as the men on the battle-
field or in the trenches. The industrial
forees of the country, men and women
alike, will be a great national, a great
international, army -a notable
and honored host engaged in the serv-
ice of the nation and the world, the ef-

soerviee

ficient friends and saviors of free men
everywhere.  Thousands, nay, hun-
dreds of thousands, of men otherwise

liable to military serviee will of right
and of necessity be exeused from that
service and assigned to the fundamen-
tal, sustaining work of the fields and
factories and mines, and they will be
as much part of the great patriotye
forces of the nation as the men under
f'il't‘.

[ take the liberty, therefore, of ad-
dressing this word to the farmers of the
country and to all who work on the
farms: The supreme need of our own
nation and of the nations with which
we are co-operating is an abundance of
supplies, and especially of foodstuffs,
The importance of an adequate food
supply, especially for the present vear,
12 superlative. Without abundant food,
alike for the armies and the peoples
now at war, the whole great enterprise
upon which we have embarked will
break down and fail. The world's food
reserves-are low, \'nt only during the
present emergency, but for some time
after peace shall |1'l‘. come, both our
own people and a large proportion of
the people of Europe must re l\ upon

the harvests in America.

Upon the farmers of this country,
therefore, in large measure rests the
fate of the war and the fate of the
nations,  May the nation not count up-
on them to omit no step that will in-
crease the production of their land or
that will bring about the most effectual
co-operation in the sale and distribu-
tion of their produets? The time is
short. 1t is of the most imperative im-
portance that everything possible be
done, and done immediately, to make
sure of large harvesis. 1 ecall upon
voung men and old alike and upon the
ablebodied boys of the land to aceept
and act upon this duty  to turn in hosts
to the farms and make cortain that no
I'Hill.\l :HHI no labor is |:I|'|-\IHL' in ”li;‘*
great matter,

[ particularly appeal to the farm.
ors of the south to plant abundant food-
stuffs, as well as cotton. They can
show their patriotism in no better or

more convineing way than by
resisting the great temptationof
the present price of cotton and
helping, helping upon a great
seale, to feed the nation and
thepeoples evervwhere who are
fighting for their liberties and
for our own. The variety of
their Crops will be the visible
measure of their comprehen-
ston of their national duty.

The government of the
United States and the govern-
ments of the several states
stand ready to co-operate, "They
will do l‘\‘l‘?'}'l}liili'_' ;u._n‘]l»hl Lo
assist farmers in securing an
adequate supply of
adequate force of
when they are most needed, at
harvest time, and the means of

xpediting shipments of fert

h,-.--r« and farm machinery, **
well as of the erops themselve

when harvested. The course of trade
shall he as unhampered as it i possible
to make it, and there shall be no un

warranted manipulation of the nation’;
food supply by those who handle it on
its way to the congsumer. Thisg is our
opportunity to demonstrate the effi-
ciency of a great democracy, and we
shall not fall short of it !
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This let me sav to the middlemen of
every sort, whether they are handling
our foodstuffs or our raw materials of
manufacture or the
mills and factories:
country will be especially upon you,
This 15 vour opportunity for
sorvice, efficient  and  disinterested
The country expects vou, as if
all others, to forego unusual profits, to
organize and expedite shipments of
supplies of every kind, but especially of
food, with an eye to the service yvou are
rendering and in the spirit of those who
enlist in the ranks, for their people, not
for themselves, 1 shall confidently
expect vou to deserve and win the con
fidence of people of every sort and
station,

products of our
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To the men who run the railways
of the country, whether they be man
agers oroperative P]'l]}!'n.\'ry:. let me Sl
that the railways are the arteries of the
nation’s hife and that upon them rests
the immense regponsibility of seeing to
it that those arteries suffer no obstrue-
tion of kind, no inefficiency or
slackened power. To the merchant lot
me suggest the motto, “Small profits
and quick serviee,” and to the ship-
builder the thought that the life of the
war depends upon him.  The food and
the war supplies must be earried across
the seas, no matter how many ghips are
sent to the bottom, The places of those
that go down must be supphed, and
supplied at onece.  To the miner let me
say that he stands where the farmer
does: the work of the world waits on
him, If he glackens or fails, armies and
statesmen are helpless. He also is en-
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listed in the
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at service army,
manulacturer does not need to be told,

The

[ hope, that the nation looks to him to

peed and perfeet every process; and
| want only to remind his emploves
that their serviee is absolutely indis-

pensable and 1s counted on by every

man who loves the country and its lib-
tries

Let me sueeest, also, that every
one who ereates or cultivates a carden
helps, and helns greatly, to solve the

problem of the feeding of the nations:
and that every housewife who prae-
tices strict economy puts herself in the
ranks ol those who serve the nation.

1his 15 the time for Americea to correct
he mr;nrmlnn:llalv- foult of wasteful-
ness and extravagance, Let every man
and every woman assume the duty of

careful, prn\ulvnl use and expenditure
15 2 public duty, as a dictate of patriot-
ism which no one can now expect ever
to be exeused or f'nl',l!'i\'t'n for ignm'ing.

In the hope that this statement of
the needs of the nation and of the world
in this hour of supreme crisis may stim-
nlate those to whom it comes, and re-
mind all who need reminder of the
solemin duties of a time such as the
world has never seen before, 1 beg that
all editors and publishers everywhere
will give as prominent publication and
as wide cireulation as possible to this
appeal. I venture to suggest, also, to
all advertising  agencies that they
would |n'l'h:1]1~ render a very substan-
tial and timely service to the country
If they would give it widespread repe-
tition.  And Ihope that elergymen will
not think the theme of it an unworthy
or inappropriate subject of comment
and homily from their pulpits,

The supreme test of the nation has

come,  We must all speak, aet, and
worve togethor!
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